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The ELF Network
CO-FUNDED BY THE EU
ELF has been established as a Network of
European Bars pursuing the promotion of
access to justice, training of lawyers, and
activities relating to the exercise of the
profession of lawyer, the rule of law and legal
services and substantive developments in the
law itself. ELF’s work also includes the defence
and protection of human rights and human rights
defenders, and international justice.
Since its establishment, ELF’s network has
grown in number of members . By January 2022,
ELF is made up of 23 members, of which 22 are
national and local bars (representing a total of
17 EU Member States) and one is the EU-wide
organisation of bars, the CCBE.
Taking into account its mandate, the nature of
its members and the reach of its activities, ELF
applied for an EU operating grant in 2021. This
grant was subsequently awarded, and allows
ELF to be more sustainable and to focus on new
areas of work such as:
the role of lawyers in assisting clients to
exercise their fundamental rights in relation
to climate change, and
the role of lawyers in strategic lawsuits
against public participation (SLAPPs).
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All's well that ends
well
At ELF level, the first quarter of 2022 has seen
the end of two core EU projects whose results
were excellent despite the pandemic. In the
CrimiLAW project (training on EU procedural
rights directives) we trained 380 lawyers from 7
countries, and we received very good feedback
from the participants through the evaluations
they completed at the end of each of the 4 twoweek courses that took place.

"CrimiLAW trained 380
lawyers from 7 EU Member
States on EU procedural
rights directives in
criminal matters"

In the case of LAWYEREX (exchange scheme
for lawyers), only the first round of physical
exchanges could take place. As an alternative,
we organised online events, in which we
addressed the national legal frameworks in
Italy, Spain, Romania, Poland, Greece, Czech
Republic, France, Slovakia and Cyprus.
LAWYEREX
will
be
succeeded
by
a
continuation project, which will start in May
2022. 124 lawyers from the same 10 partner
countries will participate in the new exchanges.
As a farewell to the LAWYEREX project and to
welcome LAWYEREX 2, we have prepared an
appreciation in the form of a video, which can
be accessed by clicking on the image below.

"LAWYEREX trained 286
European lawyers on other
EU Member States legal
systems and received an
excellent satisfaction rate
of 4.61 out of 5"

ALL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL
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Training on the
DAC 6 Directive
On 3 December 2021, ELF organised a webinar
on the EU directive on cross-border tax
arrangements (known as DAC 6). A total of 144
lawyers from Cyprus, Spain, Italy and France
participated in the webinar, which dealt with
important issues such as the scope of the DAC
6 Directive and concepts of “arrangement” and
“cross-border”, professional secrecy and the
national experience of implementation of the
directive in Cyprus, Spain, Italy and France.

"For more information about

Future training

our future training activities,
check our website and follow

Although we would be delighted to re-start inperson training activities, we prioritise the
health of participants, speakers and all the
people involved in the organisation of the
events. Unfortunately, the situation created by
the Covid-19 pandemic has not improved
enough to re-start the organisation of in-person
cross-border training. As a result, we continue
to work hard to provide training of excellence
through online means until the situation
improves.

us on Twitter and LinkedIN."
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